
SERMON OUTLINE (CONTINUED)

Narrowing the Margin: LOOK
  “People look at the outside of a person, but the Lord looks at what is in 

the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7

Don’t be too quick to judge a blessing or curse by its cover.
    “Stop judging by mere appearances, but judge with right judgment.” John 7:24

God helps us be able to see the possibility in spite of the impossibility.
“No eye has ever seen or no ear has ever heard or no mind has ever thought of the 
wonderful things God has made ready for those who love Him.  God has shown 
these things to us through His Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit Who looks into all 
things, even the secrets of God, and shows them to us.” 1 Corinthians 2:9-10

LORD, SHOW ME THE WAY YOU SEE.

Narrowing the Margin: STEP
“David and Samuel went to Naioth and stayed there. So Saul went to Naioth 
at Ramah. The Spirit of God came on him, and he walked along prophesying until 
he came to Naioth.” 1 Samuel 19:18, 23

Today may be the enemy of your tomorrow. 
What got you here might not get you where you need to go next.

  “Do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing!” Isaiah 43:18-19

There are things we have to give up in order to move forward, 
to go where from we are to where we want to be. 
Stop repeating the past. Start creating the future.

"God looked for someone who would stand in the gap on behalf of the people.” 
Ezekiel 22:30

LORD, HELP ME NARROW THE MARGIN.
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Memory Verse: “People look at the outside of a person, but the Lord looks 
at what is in the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7
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Narrowing the Margin: PRAY
 “She kept on praying to the Lord.” 1 Samuel 1:1

Prayers are prophesies. Every miracle has a genealogy.
If you trace those miracles all the way back to their origin, 
you’ll find a prayer.

    “You do not have because you do not ask God.” James 4:2

We ought to pray and never give up.
You are only one prayer away from a dream fulfilled,
a promise kept, or a miracle performed.
 “I called to the Lord; I cried to my God for help.

He heard my voice; my cry came before Him.” Psalm 18:6

LORD, HEAR MY PRAYER

Narrowing the Margin: HEAR
“Speak Lord, for your servant is listening.” 1 Samuel 3:9

We often miss hearing God’s voice simply because we aren’t paying 
 attention.
  “Jesus said, ‘My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, 

and they follow me.’” John 10:27

To hear God’s voice you have to turn down the world’s volume.
“Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand!” Matthew 11:15

LORD, I WILL LISTEN AND OBEY.
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